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THE YAWRI BAY is located on the coast of Sierra Leone, on 
the Atlantic Ocean. The Bay opens to the south-west of the 
country and is located about 25 km south of Freetown.

The total area of Yawri Bay 
is estimated at 29,505 ha.

The employment rate 
is 56% in the Moyamba 
District and 73% in the 

Western rural area.

The region is home to 
some of the Sierra Leone’s 
primary fisheries and trade 

hubs.

Agriculture is the main 
economic driver in 

Moyamba, while trade 
supports other regions.

29,505 ha

LAND AREA

OVERVIEW

• The Themene and Mende are the majority 
ethnic groups. The region is also known to 
have several cosmopolitan settlements. 

• The local government operates through 
the Moyamba District council which has 
legislative, financial, and administrative 
powers. The district is further divided 
into 14 chiefdoms controlled by tradition 
Paramount Chiefs.

• The Western Area Rural District has a total 
population of 444,270 people (221,351 
males and 22,1919 females). The Moyamba 
District has 318,588 inhabitants (153,699 
males and 164,889 females).

• 40.7% of the population (age 10 and above) 
is illiterate.

• 88.3% of the Yawri Bay communities have 
access to improved sources of drinking 
water such as public taps and well-secured 
rivers or streams.

• Sanitation facilities include communal bush, 
river beds, latrines, and buckets.

• The Western area rural district (Waterloo) 
is connected to the national grid and 
receives hydro-powered electricity in the 
rainy season. Most other communities in 
Yawri Bay depend on rechargeable batteries 
or solar-powered devices for electricity.

PEOPLE



ECOLOGICAL IMPORTANCE

This region is host to various ecosystem types, including 
climate-resilient mangrove forests. The Ribi, Kukuli and 
Kargboro rivers in the Moyamba District empty their 
banks into the Bay, situated south of the Western area. 
Mangroves extend to the three main rivers and stretch 
upstream, giving way to a fresh swamp forest in each 
location. The mangroves of this region account for 14.3% 
of the total mangrove cover of Sierra Lone. Because of its 
gentle topography, the Yawri Bay is the most productive 
coastal wetland in Sierra Leone in terms of fish and 
related resources.

The region is also host to various endangered animal 
species, including many invertebrates in mangroves. Red 
Weaver Ants, Africanized Bees, and Kraus Grasshoppers, 
all contribute to Yawri Bay’s rich biodiversity.

THREATS

About 8% of these mangroves have been lost since 1990 at a rate of nearly 0.3% 
per year. However, they have marginally increased in extent since 1990 due to 
reforestation efforts. Land use for agriculture is one of the main reasons for 
degradation. Mangrove harvested from the region supplies Freetown and its 
periphery.

CLIMATE CHANGE PAST AND ONGOING MANAGEMENT 
INTERVENTIONS:

• Tombo Fisheries Pilot Project jointly funded by the Government of Sierra 
Leone and Germany (GTZ) (1981-1993).

• Integrated Development in Rural Fishing Villages in the Shenge Region, started 
in 1985 and jointly funded by FAO, UNDP and the Government of Sierra 
Leone.

• Sustainable utilization of mangroves using innovative fish smoking systems, 
funded by UNDP’s Small Grants Program (2017).

• Pilot project for sustainable coastal zone management in Sierra Leone 
implemented by Wetlands International in close collaboration with 
Conservation Society of Sierra Leone.

WA BICC PLANNED ACTIVITIES

1. Promote community-based ecosystems management 

2. Provide improved fish smoking systems, additional community livelihoods, and disaster risk reduction 
measures as a way of building resilience to climate change

3. Promote awareness-raising and behavior change communication campaigns to support conservation; 
an ecosystems approach to restoration of degraded mangrove areas; targeted capacity-building; and 
sustainable management of ecosystem resources

4. Promote institutional strengthening, good governance practices, and the mainstreaming of climate 
change adaptation into local development plan.
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WaBiCC works to protect species like the African Manatee, 
West African Crocodile, Sawfish, and African Marsh Turtles

Red Weaver Ants, 
Africanized Bees, and Kraus 
Grasshoppers, all contribute 
to Yawri Bay’s rich biodiversity


